[Respiratory tract infections in institutions for elderly people: the GROG Géronto-Alsace, strategy of surveillance and alert].
Outbreaks of respiratory tract infections are common in institutions for elderly people. The objective of our study was the implementation of a network including 11 institutions to determine the frequency of such outbreaks. Using the collected data, criteria and alert levels are defined to assess the level of respiratory tract infections and develop appropriate interventions. Prospective surveillance for respiratory tract infection was conducted in 11 institutions in Alsace for 2 years. Clinical definitions were used to identify the infected residents. For the identification of influenza virus, nasopharyngeal samples using swabs were obtained and rapid tests (immunoassay) were performed. During the surveillance, outbreaks were identified in institutions. The same observations occurred in all institutions at the same time. Alert levels were defined in order to characterize the outbreak period and to improve detection and control of outbreaks of respiratory tract infections. Ours findings show the importance of an adequate surveillance and networks improve the impact of such measures.